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TOWN OF CORTLAND 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


MEETING PACKET 


AGENDA 


October 15, 2019 








Citizens are encouraged to submit their concerns and questions to the Mayor in writing prior to the meeting.   
The Mayor will refer issues to the appropriate staff as needed. 


TOWN OF CORTLAND 
Town Hall 


59 S. Somonauk Road 
Cortland, IL 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Town Board Meeting 


Tuesday 
October 15, 2019 


7:00 P.M.  
 
 
I. Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance / Roll Call 


 
II. Approval of Agenda 


 
III. Public Wishing to Speak  


 
IV. Unfinished Business for Discussion and Possible Action 


 
V. New Business for Discussion and Possible Action 


a. Ratify 2019 Lease Agreement between Town of Cortland and Steve Swanson 
b. Approve Special Event Liquor License for Cortland Fire Department District Fundraiser 


Friday, October 18, 2019 
c. Approve a Variance for Noise for Cortland Fire Department Fundraiser, October 18, 


2019 until 11:00 p.m. 
d. Approve an Ordinance Amending the Property Tax Abatement Qualifying Criteria and 


Definitions in the DeKalb County Enterprise Zone 
 
VI. Comments/Concerns 
 
VII. President’s Report 


 
VIII. Adjournment 





































Town of Cortland Ordinance No. 2019XX Page 1 of 2 


TOWN OF CORTLAND 
 


ORDINANCE NO. 2019-XX 
 


AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CREATION OF A  
CLASS E LIQUOR LICENSE FOR TOWN CORTLAND FIRE DISTRICT 


 
WHEREAS, the Town of Cortland is authorized by the Illinois Liquor Control Act of 1934, 


235 ILCS 5/4-1 et seq., to regulate the number and classification of local liquor licenses, to regulate 


or prohibit the presence of persons under age 21 from a licensed liquor retail establishment, to 


regulate and restrict the issuance of and operations under local liquor licenses as the public good 


and convenience may require, and to provide penalties for the violation of such regulations and 


restrictions; and,  


WHEREAS, the Illinois Liquor Control Act of 1934, 235 ILCS 5/4-4, authorizes the local 


liquor control commissioner to grant, suspend, and revoke for cause all local liquor licenses within 


the jurisdiction, to authorize entry upon licensed premises, to receive complaints of violations of 


State and local liquor regulations, and to receive local license fees and pay such fees to the town 


treasurer, among other duties; and, 


WHEREAS,  Section 3-9-5 of the Cortland Town Code provides that the Town Board of 


Trustees may authorize the creation of a liquor license, which the local liquor control 


commissioner, in his or her discretion, may then issue; and, 


WHEREAS, CORTLAN FIRE DISTRICT has applied for a Class E liquor license 


authorizing the retail sale of alcoholic liquor at the Cortland Fire Department and has met the 


application requirements set forth in the Town’s liquor control ordinance for such a license; and, 


WHEREAS, the corporate authorities of the Town of Cortland deem it to be in the interest 


of the public health, safety and welfare of Town residents to authorize the creation of a Class E 


liquor license for issuance to Cortland Fire District; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF 


TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF CORTLAND, DEKALB COUNTY, ILLINOIS, as follows: 
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USECTION 1 U: The foregoing preambles are incorporated in this Section as if fully stated 


herein. 


USECTION 2 U: Applicant Town of Cortland has met the application requirements for a 


Class E liquor license with respect to the Cortland Fire District, and the Cortland Board of Trustees 


finds that the applicant has demonstrated its capability for responsible retail sale of alcoholic liquor 


such as to justify the creation of a Class E liquor license. 


USECTION 3 U: The Board of Trustees hereby creates a Class E liquor license for the 


benefit of the Cortland Fire District 


USECTION 4 U: This Class E liquor license is created subject to all applicable Town Codes 


and regulations and state and federal law. 


USECTION 5 U: This Class E liquor license is good for Friday, October 18, 2019, at the 


Cortland Fire Department, 30 W North Avenue in conjunction with Cortland Fire District. 


USECTION 6: U This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage, 


approval and publication as provided by law. 


 


AYES:  


NAYS: None 


ABSENT:  


PASSED this 15th day of October, 2019         
 
APPROVED this 15th day of October, 2019 


 
 
_________________________________ 
Russ Stokes, Mayor 
 


 
ATTEST: 


 
________________________________ 
Cheryl Aldis, Town Clerk 
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Application for Variance of Town Code 
 


Applicant:  Cortland Fire District 


Event:  October 18, 2019 
 Cortland Fire Department, 30 W North Avenue 


Requested Exemption:  Chapter 4 Section 5-4-4 Exemptions:  D. Community Events 
Exemption from night hours - until 11:00 p.m. (Section 5-4-2 B) 
 
Standards for Variance: 


1. The proposed variance of the requirements would result in great practical difficulties 
or hardship to the applicant; 
The purpose of the fundraiser event is to have live music from 6:00 p.m. to 
11:00 p.m. on Friday, October 18, 2019. 
 


2. Strict application of the requirements would result in great practical difficulties or 
hardship to the applicant; 
The band will play until fundraiser ends at 11:00 p.m. 
 


3. The proposed variance is the minimum deviation from such requirements that shall 
alleviate the difficulties/hardship; 
11:00 p.m. would be the minimum deviation. 
 


4. The plight of the applicant is due to peculiar circumstances not of his own making; 
Holding the fundraiser event is reasonable for the circumstances 
 


5. The peculiar circumstances engendering the variance request are not applicable to 
other property within the district, and therefore, that a variance would be a more 
appropriate remedy than an amendment; 
The request only affects this event and therefore, the variance is the 
appropriate remedy. 
 


6. The variance, if granted, shall not alter the essential character of the area where the 
premises in question are located. 
The variance will not alter the essential character of the area.  The variation is 
not permanent and the event is consistent with the small town character the 
Town Board is attempting to perpetuate. 
 
Approved this 18th Day of October, 2019 Attest: 
 
 
 
_______________________________  ____________________________ 
Russ Stokes, Mayor     Cheryl Aldis, Town Clerk 


































































