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Welcome from the Mayor
Bringing back the Town newsletter

by Mark Pietrowski, Mayor of Cortland

Since being elected as the Mayor of Cortland in April 2021, I have sought to provide
information and connect with residents on Facebook through the Mayor of Cortland,
Illinois Facebook page.. Knowing that not every resident has a Facebook account it was also
important to re-establish a town newsletter where we can provide information on issues
and events coming up and other relevant information for residents.

I also want to keep this new digital newsletter format light and fun by highlighting a
resident, employee of the town or elected official in select newsletters to provide a
mini-profile on them.



For residents that do not go online or utilize email we will also make some print copies of
the newsletter available at townhall and the Cortland Library.

Thank you to all that already provided feedback and information on the Newsletter survey
that was put on Facebook.

Cortland Summerfest
August 5 and 6, 2022

Once again it is time for the annual Cortland Summerfest on August 5 and 6, 2022. There is
fun for the whole family at this event including the Cortland Fireworks show on Friday,
August 5 at dusk sponsored by Constant Electric Supply and Cortland Community LLC. All
of the fest events happen at Cortland Community Park, 70 S. Llanos St., Cortland.

Are you interested in volunteering to help at the Cortland Summerfest or want to be a
sponsor or donate an item for our drawing? Please email Mayor@cortlandil.org

mailto:Mayor@cortlandil.org


Photo caption: Cortland Fireworks at SummerFest 2021.

Cortland Fire
Department
Residents in Cortland
overwhelmingly voted in
favor of a referendum in
support of additional
funding for the volunteer
Cortland Fire Department
with 69 percent of the vote,
506 to 225. It was the only
successful referendum in
DeKalb County during the
primary election.

Photo caption: Firefighters and the Mayor enjoy some lemonade from a neighborhood
lemonade stand.

July 2022

Firefighters and EMS personnel responded to a total of 55 requests for service

Fire-related incidents: 15



EMS-related incidents: 40

Cortland Parks Advisory Board Formed
The Town of Cortland has approved a Parks Advisory Board as the town looks at what the
goal and future development of each park should be moving forward and any new parks or
elements that should be worked in for the residents of Cortland.

A special thank you to everyone that volunteered to join the committee. There were more
people than there were slots. Others will be kept in mind for volunteer opportunities in the
future as they arise.

Thank you also to Cortland Town Board member Charmaine Fioretto for agreeing to help
lead this initiative moving forward.

Members:

Charmaine Fioretto, Chair and Board Representative, Liz Botts. Trent Moser, Josh Orr,
Michelle Bergeson, Angel Mendez, Patricia Mackey and Mari-Ann Kaminski. The mayor will
serve as an ex-officio member and also be able to fill in for Charmaine at a meeting if she
should ever need.

Pedestrian Pathway Phase 1 construction has
started
In June the Cortland Public Works Department started construction on Phase 1 of a
Cortland Pedestrian Path that will connect all parts of town as well as to adjacent
communities. The phase 1 segment is located within the Richland Trails subdivision and is
west of Somonauk Road and then turns west running south of Cortland Center Road.

There will be a ribbon cutting event in August on a day and time to be determined. The
town thanks DeKalb County Government for $10,000 toward the pathway project.

Cortland will also be taking part in the “Move with the Mayor” national initiative to help
promote healthier communities and help the environment. More details to be announced.
The initiative runs between September 1 - October 15, 2022.

If you would like to help plan an event during this time for the town please contact
Mayor@cortlandil.org

mailto:Mayor@cortlandil.org


Cortland Library - August

Programs listed below are offered weekly, monthly groups, and special events are

listed below, as well as on our Facebook Page and website!

Monday @ 10:00 am - Preschool Play Time

Monday @ 5:00 pm - Learn to Crochet - Age 17 & Under

Monday @ 6:30 pm - Learn to Crochet for Adults

Tuesday @ 7:00 pm - Story Time & Craft

Wednesday @ 10:00 am - Preschool Story Time

Wednesday @ 4:30 pm - If You Give a Kid a Craft Club…@ The Lion’s Den

Thursday @ 10:00 am - Preschool Story Time

Thursday @ 4:30 pm - YA Library Lounge

August Monthly Specials:

Saturday 8/6 @ 12:30 pm - 4:30 pm - Cortland Summer Fest - Face Painting, Crafts, &

Games @ Cortland Park

Saturday 8/6 @ 7:00 pm - Movie Club for Adults

Friday 8/19 @ 7:30 pm - Monthly Book Club

Saturday 8/20 @ 12:00 pm - Back to School Bash @ Cortland Park



Cortland Police Department Report through June



Community Member Profile: Mayor Mark
Pietrowski
It is only fitting if I am asking for others to be interviewed for a profile that I start things off
and answer some different questions.

Mark Pietrowski was elected as Mayor of Cortland in April 2021 after previously serving on
the Kishwaukee College Board of Trustees from 2009 - 2012 and on the DeKalb County
Board and DeKalb Forest Preserve from 2012 - 2020, serving as County Board Chairman
from 2014 - 2020 and County Forest Preserve President from 2014 - 2020.

● Do you prefer Dogs or Cats? This is a trick question because I love both dogs and
cats. Both are great companion animals

● What is your favorite sports team? The Chicago Cubs. Seeing them finally win a
World Series in 2016 was a true joy.

● What is your favorite Christmas movie? Christmas Vacation, it is a tradition that I
have to watch it every year, sometimes multiple times a year. It always brings a smile
and laughter each watch.

● Which states have you lived in? I was born and raised in Illinois so while I have
visited other states, Illinois is the only state I have lived in.

● What is an ideal vacation location for you? Disney World or Disneyland. Love both
locations.

● Favorite food? If I had to pick a food to each daily it would be pizza.
● Do you have a tattoo? No, although I use to say the only tattoo I would get would be

a Cubs one if they won the World Series. I have had temporary tattoos while
growing up though.

www.cortlandil.org


