
TOWN OF CORTLAND 
Town Hall 

59 S. Somonauk Road 
Cortland, IL  60112 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Business Meeting 

Monday 
December 9, 2013 

7:00 P.M.  
 
 
Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance / Roll Call 
Mayor Stokes called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Roll call was taken by Deputy Clerk Rita 
Nielsen.  Shown as present were Mayor Stokes and Trustees Ben Haier, Chuck Lanning, Sandra 
Barzso, Susan Dockus, Brad Stone, and Mike Siewierski. A quorum was present. Also present 
were Attorney Kevin Buick, Attorney Greg Mathews, Clerk Aldis, and Treasurer Davenport. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Trustee Siewierski moved and Trustee Dockus seconded a motion to approve the agenda   Unanimous 
voice vote carried the motion.  
 
Public Wishing to Speak 
There was no one present wishing to speak. 
 
Adjourn to Closed Session 
Trustee Siewierski moved to adjourn to closed session to discuss pending, probable or imminent 
litigation (Exception to the Open Meeting Act, 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (11). Motion was seconded by Trustee 
Stone. 
Roll call vote: 
Yeas:  Trustees Barzso, Siewierski, Lanning, Dockus, Stone, and Haier 
Nays:  None 
Absent: None 

6-yea; 0-nay; 0-absent     Motion carried. 
 

Adjourned to Closed Session at 7:04 p.m. 
 
Reconvened to regular scheduled meeting at 7:30 p.m. Roll call was taken.  
 
Authorize Mayor to Enter Into a Loan Agreement 
Treasurer Davenport presented loan terms for borrowing $750,000 from Resource Bank to 
partially fund a Settlement Agreement in the Eagle Homes vs. Town of Cortland lawsuit.  The 
interest on this loan is 3.1%, to be paid quarterly until the loan due date of December 31, 2015.  
This date coincides with the $1,000,000 contract to be paid to the Town upon expansion of the 
Waste Management Inc. landfill.  A $750,000 loan with Town funds already on hand of 
$1,000,000 will provide the full amount of the Settlement Agreement for the Judgment against the 
Town.  
 
Trustee Lanning moved and Trustee Stone seconded a motion to authorize the Mayor to enter 
into a Loan Agreement with Resource Bank in the amount of $750,000.  
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Roll call vote: 
Yeas:  Trustees Haier, Siewierski, Lanning, Dockus, Stone, and Barzso 
Nays:   None 
Absent:  None 

6-yea; 0-nay; 0-absent     Motion carried. A2013-07 
 
Authorize Mayor to Enter Into Settlement Agreement with Eagle Homes 
In 2006 a claim was filed against the Town of Cortland. In 2010 a jury found for the Plaintiff and 
awarded $2,133,952 in damages and a judgment was entered.  The Town exhausted all avenues 
of appeal.  To date, the amount due with interest is approximately $2.8 million dollars.  The 
settlement agreement when authorized will finalize the judgment at a cost to the Town of 
$1,750,000. 
 
Trustee Lanning moved and Trustee Stone seconded a motion to authorize Mayor Stokes to 
enter into a Settlement Agreement with Eagle Homes. 
Roll call vote: 
Yeas:  Trustees Barzso, Lanning, Dockus, Stone, and Haier 
Nays:   None 
Abstain: Trustee Siewierski  
Absent:  None 

5-yea; 0-nay; 1-abstention; 0-absent    Motion carried. A2013-08 
 
Authorize Mayor to Enter Into Intergovernmental Boundary Line Agreement Between the 
Village of Maple Park and Cortland 
Mayor Stokes presented the Agreement along with Attorney Buick.  Both parties have agreed that 
this Agreement contains a full and complete recitation of the understanding between the parties.  
This Agreement shall be in full force and effect for a period of twenty (20) years from and after the 
date thereof.  The terms may be extended, renewed, or revised at the end of this initial term or 
any extended term thereof by further agreement of the parties. 
 
Trustee Siewierski moved and Trustee Lanning seconded a motion to authorize Mayor to enter 
into Boundary Line Agreement with Maple Park.  
Roll call vote: 
Yeas:   Trustees Siewierski, Barzso, Lanning, Dockus, Stone, and Haier 
Nays:   None 
Abstain:  None 
Absent:  None 
 6-yea; 0-nay; 0-absent     Motion carried. A2013-09 
 
Approve a Resolution for Cortland Community Library to Levy an Additional .02% Tax for 
Maintenance & Operation of Library Buildings and Equipment 
[This levy for Maintenance and Operations of Library Buildings & Equipment is made pursuant to 75 
ILCS 5/3-4 which requires the corporate authorities adopt a resolution determining to levy the 
additional .02% tax.] 
Trustee Lanning moved and Trustee Stone seconded a motion to approve a Resolution for Cortland 
Community Library to Levy an Additional .02% Tax.   
Roll call vote: 
Yeas:   Trustees Siewierski, Barzso, Lanning, Dockus, Stone, and Haier 

Approved: January 14, 2014 
Attest: __________ 
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Nays:   None 
Abstain:  None  
Absent:  None 
 6-yea; 0-nay; 0-absent     Motion carried. R2013-08 
 
Approve 2013 Tax Levy for Town and Cortland Community Library 
Treasurer Davenport presented 3 scenarios.  Trustee Davenport is recommending the Town Board 
accept scenario “C,” the Town Levy of $609,940 and the Library Levy of $245,000.  This represents a 
2.1% increase over last year’s tax extension. We expect to receive a 1.8% increase which, by law, is the 
maximum allowable levy increase under PTELL using the County’s estimated figures.  The .3% 
difference is a hedge against any changes between now and when the County computes the final tax 
extension numbers in May.   
Trustee Dockus moved and Trustee Lanning seconded a motion to approve 2013 Tax Levy as 
presented as scenario C. 
Roll call vote: 
Yeas:   Trustees Lanning, Dockus, Barzso, Stone, and Haier 
Nays:   Trustee Siewierski 
Absent:  None 
 5-yeas; 1-nay;0-absent    Motion carried  ORD 2013-10 
  
 
Approve Town Board Meeting Dates for 2014 
Trustee Dockus moved and Trustee Lanning seconded a motion to approve Town Board meeting dates 
for 2014.  Unanimous voice vote carried the motion. 
 
Trustee Barzso left the table at 7:54 to take an emergency phone call and returned at 7:56. 
 
Authorize Mayor to Extend Appointment of ICCI for Zoning Purposes Through January 13, 2014. 
Trustee Lanning moved and Trustee Dockus seconded a motion to extend the appointment of ICCI. 
Roll call vote: 
Yeas:   Trustees Lanning, Dockus, Stone, and Haier 
Nays:   Trustee Siewierski 
Abstain:   None  
Absent:  Trustee Barzso [for this vote only] 
 4-yea; 1-nay; 1-absent 
 
Consent Agenda 
Deputy Clerk Nielsen read the consent agenda into the record. 
Approve An Ordinance Abating SSA Taxes for SSA No. 1 and Approving the Amended Special 
Tax Roll             ORD 2013-11 
Approve An Ordinance Abating SSA Taxes for SSA No. 4 and Approving the Amended Special 
Tax Roll            ORD 2013-12  
Approve An Ordinance Abating SSA Taxes for SSA No. 5 and Approving the Amended Special 
Tax Roll            ORD 2013-13 
Approve An Ordinance Abating SSA Taxes for SSA No. 6 and Approving the Amended Special 
Tax Roll            ORD 2013-14 
Approve An Ordinance Abating SSA Taxes for SSA No. 7 and Approving the Amended Special 
Tax Roll            ORD 2013-15 
Approve An Ordinance Abating SSA Taxes for SSA No. 8 and Approving the Amended Special 
Tax Roll            ORD 2013-16 

Approved: January 14, 2014 
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Approve An Ordinance Abating SSA Taxes for SSA No. 9 and Approving the Amended Special 
Tax Roll            ORD 2013-17 
Approve Treasurer’s Reports of October 2013 
Approve Treasurer’s Expenditure Reports of October 2013 
 
Trustee Dockus moved to approve the consent agenda with the removal of Treasurer and Expenditure 
Reports for October.  Trustee Lanning seconded the motion. 
Roll call vote:  
Yeas:   Trustees Siewierski, Barzso, Lanning, Dockus, Stone, and Haier 
Nays:   None 
Abstain:  None  
Absent:  None 
 6-yea; 0-nay; 0-absent  
 
Trustee Dockus moved and Trustee Lanning seconded a motion to postpone approval of the 
October Treasurer’s and Expenditure Reports until the meeting of January 13 so corrections can 
be made.  Unanimous voice vote carried the motion.  
 
Determination of need for December 23 Town Board Meeting   
Meeting will not be cancelled at this time.  It may be that the Town audit and TIF audit will be 
ready for acceptance by the Town Board.  
 
Comments and Concerns 
Trustee Siewierski explained that his no vote on the Settlement Agreement issue was due to his 
employment and the possibility of a conflict of interest. 
 
President’s Report 
Mayor Stokes invited any Trustee who would like to attend a Metro West legislative dinner on 
January 9, 2014 to let the Clerk’s Office know.   
 
Adjournment 
Trustee Stone moved and Trustee Siewierski seconded a motion to adjourn.  Unanimous voice vote 
carried the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
Rita Nielsen 
Deputy Clerk 
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