Town Board Minutes
January 23, 2012
TOWN OF CORTLAND
Town Hall
59 S. Somonauk Road
Cortland, IL  60112
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Business Meeting
January 23, 2012
7:00 P.M. 


Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance / Roll Call
Mayor Seyller called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. Roll call was taken by Deputy Clerk Rita Nielsen.  Shown as present were Mayor Seyller and Trustees Chuck Lanning, Susan Dockus, and Doug Corson (Arrived at 7:18), Sandra Barzso, Mike Siewierski, and Brad Stone.  Quorum was present.  Other officials present were Administrator Walter Magdziarz, Town Attorney Greg Matthews and Attorney Herb Klein (TIF Consultant).

Agenda
Trustee Siewierski moved and Trustee Brad Stone seconded a motion to approve the agenda.  Unanimous voice vote carried the motion.

Public Wishing to Speak
Attorney Brian J. O’Connor with Ottosen, Britz, Kelly, Cooper, Gilbert and DiNolfo, LTD, Attorney for Clerk Cheryl Aldis addressed the Board.  Mr. O’Connor read a letter from Clerk Aldis, and submitted it the table for the record.

 Attorney O’Connor in representing Clerk Aldis stated that his law firm was representing Clerk Aldis and  read a letter prepared by his firm regarding the inaccurate and libelous allegations asserted by the Town’s Treasurer, Michael J. Lamz, in his January 7, 2012 memorandum, and the Town Administrator Walter Magdziarz’s January 9, 2012, memorandum distributed to the Town Board at the meeting of January 9, 2012 accusing the Town Clerk of a security breach and a breach of protocol in distributing to various Town Officers and staff the Illinois Dept. of Transportation’s Audit Report No. 56, dated December 22, 2011.  The letter stated that the Audit is a public record (5 ILCS 140/2(c)), and the Town Clerk distributed the Audit pursuant to Town protocol for meetings of the Town Board after having received the Audit on December 27, 2011.

The Town Clerk is requesting a public apology at a regular Board meeting by the Treasurer and Town Administrator for improper assertions in their January 7 and January 9, 2012, memorandum and the filing of this Rebuttal, and a letter submitted and addressed to the Town Board from Clerk Aldis with the Minutes of tonight’s Board meeting.  

Attorney’s letter was submitted to the table [and attached to these minutes].

Representative Robert Pritchard was in attendance and presented his Top 10 legislative issues of 2011.





Consent Agenda
Trustee Dockus moved and Trustee Lanning seconded a motion to move consent agenda items to unfinished business.  Unanimous voice vote carried the motion.

Unfinished Business
Minutes of December 12, 2011
Trustee Dockus stated that at the bottom of page 4 the words “they were told no by unnamed persons” appears after a discussion regarding if the Library and the Town asked for the maximum can they both achieve it.  Mrs. Dockus asked Mr. Magdziarz if he knew who the unnamed persons were.
Mr. Magdziarz replied that he did not know.  

Mrs. Dockus asked that the minutes be amended to include a Clerk’s note that read [Trustee Dockus later provided the statute which states that the Library’s levy is separate from the municipality, specifically: The library taxes provided for in the Article are in addition to all other taxes or tax rates authorized to be levied by any city, incorporated town, village or township and shall not be a part of the taxes making up any rate prescribed as a limitation on the amount of taxes an city, incorporated town, village of township may levy.  75 ILCS 5/3-6]  

Trustee Siewierski moved and Trustee Dockus seconded a motion to approve minutes as amended.  Unanimous voice vote carried the motion.

Approve An Ordinance Authorizing the Sale of Surplus Personal Property Owned by the Town of Cortland 2005 Crown Victoria.  Trustee Dockus asked if the amount of a $3,000 minimum bid that was originally agreed on by the Board should be in the Ordinance.  Mr. Magdziarz said that it should not be in the Ordinance, but he understands from previous discussion the Board is looking to advertise the vehicle with a minimum bid of $3,000.  Trustee Dockus stated that Chief Medema checked Kelly Blue Book and the suggested amount is actually $4,470.00.  After discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to start the bid process at $3,000.  

Trustee Lanning moved and Trustee Barzso seconded a motion to approve an Ordinance Authorizing the Sale of Surplus Personal Property Owned by the Town of Cortland.
Roll Call Vote:
Yeas:		Trustees Dockus, Lanning, Barzso, Siewierski, Stone and Corson
Nays:		None
Absent:	None
		6 - yea; 0 - nay; 0 - absent; motion carried.

Town Code Amendment: Department Descriptions
Trustee Dockus referring to Section 1-6-11 where it states “he or she shall be the legal adviser to the Town and shall render advice on all legal questions affecting it, whenever requested to do so by any Town Official” When asked who exactly would be considered a “Town Official”.  Mr. Magdziarz said it would be expected that any Town Official could contact the attorney for legal advice, however, the Town Administrator, due to cost considerations should be consulted.  The Town Official, if not satisfied with Town Administrator’s direction, could choose to talk to the Mayor.  

Mr. Magdziarz will change the word salary to read compensation in Section 1-6-11.

Trustee Lanning moved and Trustee Stone seconded a motion to approve Town Code Amendment: Department Descriptions.
Roll call Vote:
Yeas:		Trustees Corson, Dockus, Siewierski, Lanning, Barzso and Stone
Nays:		None
Absent:		None
		6 - yea; 0 - nay; 0 - absent; motion carried.

Gateway Tank Final Payment Request
Mr. Magdziarz reported that the Payment Request was taken off the Consent Agenda as the Attorney’s recommendation is to take action in two motions, a motion to approve the final payment and a motion to direct the Mayor to notify Gateway Tank that the Town is closing the contract by authorizing final payment.

Trustee Dockus moved and Trustee Lanning seconded a motion to pay $0 after liquidating $171,000 against the amount owing of $110,017.30.
Roll call Vote:
Yeas:		Trustees Lanning, Barzso, Stone, Siewierski, Dockus and Corson
Nays:		None
Absent:		None
		6 - yea; 0 - nay; 0 - absent; motion carried.

Trustee Stone moved and Trustee Siewierski seconded a motion to notify Gateway Tank that the Town is closing the Contract by authorizing the final payment.
Roll Call Vote:
Yeas:		Trustees Lanning, Barzso, Stone, Siewierski, Dockus and Corson
Nays:		None
Absent:		None
		6 - yea; 0 - nay; 0 - absent; motion carried.

New Business
Approve a Resolution Regarding Establishment of a TIF District 
Mayor Seyller reported that he and Mr. Magdziarz met with Cortland Fire District Trustees regarding the Town’s efforts to create a TIF District.  Mr. Magdziarz submitted to the table and presented a summary containing Fire Department Contributions and Fees along with facts and figures for contributions and fees collected since 2005 and future contributions and fees to be collected.  Only the active subdivisions in the Fire Protection District and subdivisions included in the proposed TIF District were included in the future contribution fees.  

Mayor Seyller said that the meeting with the trustees was very helpful to them as the trustees were not aware of how much the Town had already collected (for Fire District) since 2005.  Mayor Seyller used an example of the Town now having 1500 units and the Fire District getting on average of 1 call per day (that call could be an assist for an accident, not necessarily a house call) if the Town added 600 more units it wouldn’t need to add more staff.  Mayor Seyller said the Town’s intention is not to turn its back on the Fire District and when need arises, based on a specific project, the Town can enter into an intergovernmental agreement.  Mayor Seyller also submitted to the table a letter that was sent to the DeKalb Community School District 428 expressing the Town’s sincere indication of its intent to work with the District to achieve a fair and reasonable distribution of the tax increment from the TIF District.

 Attorney Herb Klein was present and answered questions.  After questions were asked and clarifications made, Trustee Dockus stated that she had a few (small) corrections she would like to see in the Redevelopment Plan.  Attorney Klein asked her to email him the corrections. 

Trustee Siewierski moved and Trustee Lanning seconded a motion to Approve a Resolution Regarding Establishment of a TIF District.  
Roll Call Vote:
Yeas:		Trustees Lanning, Barzso, Stone, Siewierski, Dockus and Corson
Nays:		None
Absent:		None
		6 - yea; 0 - nay; 0 - absent; motion carried.

Approve an Ordinance Adopting the Redevelopment Plan for the Town Tax Increment Financing District 
Trustee Stone moved and Trustee Corson seconded a motion to approve an Ordinance Adopting the Redevelopment Plan. 
Roll call Vote:
Yeas:		Trustees Corson, Dockus, Siewierski, Lanning, Barzso and Stone
Nays:		None
Absent:		None
		6 - yea; 0 - nay; 0 - absent; motion carried.

Approve an Establishing Redevelopment Area for the Town Tax Increment Financing District 
Trustee Lanning moved and Trustee Corson seconded a motion to approve an Establishing Redevelopment Area.
Roll Call Vote:
Yeas:		Trustees Corson, Siewierski, Lanning, Barzso and Stone
Nays:		Trustee Dockus
Absent:		None
		5 - yea; 1 - nay; 0 - absent; motion carried.

Approve an Ordinance Adopting Tax Increment Financing District (TIF) Financing
Trustee Lanning moved and Trustee Corson seconded a motion to approve an Ordinance Adopting TIF Financing.
Roll Call Vote:
Yeas:		Trustees Corson, Dockus, Siewierski, Lanning, Barzso and Stone
Nays:		None
Absent:		None
		6 - yea; 0 - nay; 0 - absent; motion carried.

Personnel Policy Amendment: Electronic Communication
Trustee Lanning moved and Trustee Dockus seconded a motion to table Personnel Policy Amendment.
Unanimous voice vote carried the motion.

Bank Corporate Authorization Resolution(s)
After a discussion regarding Resource Bank Corporate Resolution signatures, Trustee Dockus moved and Trustee Stone seconded a motion to require the Mayor, Clerk and Acting Treasurer to act as Town Agents with 2 (two) signatures on all checks and 2 (two) signatures required for all of the Powers Granted on the Resolution.  
Roll call Vote:
Yeas:		Trustees Lanning, Barzso, Stone, Siewierski, Dockus and Corson
Nays:		None
Absent:	None
		6 - yea; 0 - nay; 0 - absent; motion carried.

Appointment of Acting Treasurer
Mayor Seyller explained that because Mr. Mike Lamz is no longer employed with the Town he would like to appoint Mr. Magdziarz as Acting Treasurer.  Mayor Seyller explained that he and Mr. Magdziarz met with Sikich [Certified Public Accountants and Advisors] and they explained that they cannot act as bookkeeper and Treasurer at the same time.  Mayor Seyller said that even though he could make the appointment without consent of the Board, he would like the appointment to be a full-board action.  A discussion of a time frame took place and it was agreed that this appointment is limited to a 90 day (can be renewed) period while searching for new Treasurer.   

Trustee Siewierski moved and Trustee Lanning seconded a motion to Appoint Mr. Magdziarz as Acting Treasurer.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Roll Call Vote:
Yeas:		Trustees Lanning, Barzso, Stone, Siewierski, Dockus and Corson
Nays:		None
Absent:		None
		6 - yea; 0 - nay; 0 - absent; motion carried.

Approve Interim Bookkeeping Services
Mayor Seyller stated that he would like to contract with Sikich to start bookkeeping services.  The hourly rate is not to exceed $140.00 per hour for 5-6 days a month.  This is a temporary proposal until a formal contract will be ready for the next Town Board meeting.  Mayor Seyller stated that while Sikich is the interim bookkeeping service they will transition from cash basis to accrual standard of bookkeeping and also help with budget preparation. 

Trustee Dockus moved and Trustee Stone seconded a motion to approve temporary bookkeeping services not to exceed $140.00 per hour for up to 6 days per month until a formal proposal and scope of service contract is ready for Town Board approval at next Board meeting.  
Roll Call Vote:
Yeas:		Trustees Lanning, Barzso, Stone, Siewierski, Dockus and Corson
Nays:		None
Absent:		None
		6 - yea; 0 - nay; 0 - absent; motion carried.

Concerns / Comment
Trustee Corson asked if zoning of the building formerly occupied by City Electric could allow for a daycare center.  He knows someone who is interested and they were under the impression that it was not an allowable business. Mr. Magdziarz said there is no reason a daycare center could not go in that building.

Trustee Dockus asked if Mr. Magdziarz knew if the new towing business in Town was open for business.  
Mr. Magdziarz said he has seen trucks and cars inside and they are putting in a new counter.

Trustee Dockus asked the question whether or not the Town needs to have a Finance Department with a Finance Director that has no employees and the Treasurer and Budget Officer being an individual performing the role.  There was discussion as to whether the position would be filled by someone that fits the experience of a Finance Director.  Mr. Magdziarz indicated that the position the new Treasurer holds can be addressed when the position is filled.

Trustee Siewierski commented that he is embarrassed by the “circus” going on in the Town and it is making everyone look like a bunch of fools and he doesn’t want to be “one of the clowns”.  

Trustee Lanning said that he and Trustee Dockus attended a Cortland Fire District meeting because they were invited to a meeting by Mr. Bob Faivre who was sitting in the audience at the last Town Board meeting.  

Adjournment to Closed Session
Trustee Dockus moved to adjourn Closed Session to Discuss the Appointment, Employment, Compensation, Discipline, Performance, or Dismissal of Specific Employees, including the public body’s legal counsel, or to hear testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee to determine its validity (Exception to Open Meeting Act, 5, ILCS 120/2 (c) (1). 
Roll Call Vote:
Yeas:		Trustees Lanning, Barzso, Stone, Siewierski, Dockus and Corson
Nays:		None
Absent:		None
		6 - yea; 0 - nay; 0 - absent; motion carried.

Meeting adjourned to Closed Session at 9:42 p.m. after a 5 minute break.

Meeting reconvened at 10:22 p.m. with a Roll Call.  Present were Mayor Seyller, Deputy Clerk Nielsen, Attorney Greg Matthews and all trustees.

A motion to adjourn was made and seconded.  Meeting adjourned at 10:23 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



Rita Nielsen
Deputy Clerk
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