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TOWN OF CORTLAND 

Town Hall 
59 S. Somonauk Road 
Cortland, IL  60112 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Committee/Business Meeting 

April 12, 2010 
 
 
Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance / Roll Call 
Mayor Seyller called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Roll call was taken by Deputy Clerk Rita 
Nielsen.  Shown as present were Mayor Seyller and Trustees Brad Stone, Randy Reiter, Sandra 
Barzso and Doug Corson, Chuck Lanning and Mike Siewierski. Quorum was present.  Other 
officials present:  Clerk Cheryl Aldis, Administrator Walter Magdziarz, Attorney Parker Johnson 
and Finance Director Mike Lamz. 
 
Agenda  
Mr. Stone moved and Ms. Barzso seconded a motion to approve the agenda as amended to 
include Item D, 2010 MFT Agreement for Street Maintenance. Unanimous voice vote carried the 
motion.  
 
Public Hearing 
Mayor Seyller called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.  Ms. Nielsen read the Legal Notice for the 
public hearing for the tentative FY11 budget for the Town and Cortland Community Library for 
the fiscal year beginning May 1, 2010, and ending April 30, 2011.  The notice was published in 
the Daily Chronicle dated March 20, 2010.   
The budget was on file and available for public inspection at the Town Hall beginning April 2, 
2010 and up to the public hearing date.  There we no requests for review of public documents.  
No one from the audience wished to speak. 
 
Mayor Seyller closed the public hearing at 7:04 p.m. 
 
Presentation for Town Garage Plan – Linden Group 
Mr. Bill Matthys presented preliminary designs plans and cost estimates for the Public Works/ 
Public Safety Building. 
 
Committee of the Whole 
Discussion of Approval for Payment of Crop Damage – Amdur & Hartman 
Mr. Magdziarz presented a request for payment to Hartman Enterprises in the amount of 
$1,560.00 for payment in accordance with the utility easement agreement to pay for damages to 
crops destroyed during the installation of the underground pipe along Cortland Center Drive. 
 
After discussion it was the consensus of the board to place approval for payment consent agenda 
for April 26. 
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Discussion of Approval of Payment for Upsizing Irrigation – Cambridge Homes 
Mr. Magdziarz presented request for payment to Cambridge Homes in the amount of $36,143.28.  
This payment is in accordance with the agreement for reimbursement to Cambridge Homes for 
upsizing the irrigation main from 10” to 12” in Richland Trails subdivision. 
 
After discussion it was the consensus of the board to place approval for payment on consent 
agenda for April 26. 
 
Discussion of Proposed Ordinance – Vacant Property and Property Lien 
Mayor Seyller and Mr. Magdziarz presented a proposed ordinance explaining that new 
legislation gives the Town an opportunity to recover expenses associated with property 
maintenance on vacant property and establishes procedures and guidelines for eligibility in 
establishing priority liens. The Ordinance does not require the Town to establish priority liens 
but will provide the Town with the ability to do so if it desires. With an ordinary lien, the Town 
assumes a junior position to the mortgagor(s) and there is no guarantee of receiving any 
payment. The priority lien moves the Town to a superior position over the mortgagor(s).  
 
Trustees were asked to read this ordinance and bring back any questions they might have as the 
proposed ordinance has a heavy documentation and procedural requirement, and does not 
eliminate the need for the Town to front the expenses for property maintenance for an 
indeterminate period of time. 
 
A discussion of other property maintenance issues ensued.   Mr. Magdziarz explained that this 
ordinance is based on foreclosures and because lenders are now required to inform the Clerk’s 
Office when properties are foreclosed it will help keep track of them.  A fine and fee schedule 
will be assessed for this ordinance and it is possible that it could be used as a model for other 
property maintenance issues. 
 
MFT Agreement – 2010 Street Maintenance 
Mr. Magdziarz presented the 2010 MFT Street Maintenance project for $155,000. 
2010 MFT Agreement will be placed on consent agenda for April 26. 
 
New Business 
Approval of FY11 Budget 
Trustee Siewierski moved and Trustee Reiter seconded a motion to approve the FY11 Budget 
Roll call vote: 
Yeas:  Trustees Barzso, Lanning, Stone, Corson, Siewierski and Reiter 
Nays:  None 
Absent: None 

6-yea; 0-nay; 0-absent       Motion carried. 
 
President’s Report 
Mayor Seyller thanked everyone for their concern, sympathy and well wishes after the loss of his 
father. 
 
Cortland will be sponsoring the Northern Illinois Mayors meeting on May 13 to be held at the 
Cortland Lions shelter house.  Trustees and staff are invited to attend. 
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There are plans underway for a dedication of the Lincoln Highway Scenic Byway mural. 
 
Concerns/Comments 
Trustee Corson is hoping to line up volunteers to help Cortland residents with fix-it projects or 
property clean-up projects they are unable to do themselves.   
 
Trustee Siewierski stated that the Town needs to replace sidewalks that were damaged by the 
removal buffalo boxes. 
 
Trustee Lanning asked what plans are in place for dealing with drainage issues at the end of Elm 
Street.  He informed the board that O’Donnell Crane put in their own culvert after their parking 
lot sank. Mr. Magdziarz believes that at this time there have been no designs in place, only 
discussion. 
 
Trustee Barzso reported that there is no street sign at Maple Ave. and Mary Aldis Lane. 
 
Trustee Stone stated that there is no speed limit sign from Rte 38 to South Ave. north bound on 
Somonauk Road. 
 
Mr. Magdziarz stated Montalbano is working on having signs made for Chestnut Grove. 
 
Adjournment 
Trustee Stone moved and Trustee Siewierski seconded a motion to adjourn.  Unanimous voice 
vote carried the motion.  Meeting adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Rita Nielsen 
Deputy Clerk 
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